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	Escola Básica Integrada de Eixo

English 

Grammar Highlight
Past Continuous



Past Continuous 

Formation – Past Simple of be + Infinitive + - ing


Use:
 We use the Past Continuous:

1. to talk about actions in progress in the past interrupted by another at a certain time; 

e.g. Last week we were walking down the street when we found an old radio.

2. to talk about actions in progress at a certain time in the past.

e.g. The radio wasn’t working, that’s why my mother threw it away.

Magic Words

And now …

Open the Livro de Actividades, “Step Ahead” on page 18– and practice.

Do exercises 1, 2 and 3. 
Good work!

Your Teacher.



Affirmative				Negative 				Question	


				full form			short form


I, he, she, it was playing		was not playing		wasn’t playing	         Was I, he, she, it playing?


You, we, they were washing	were not washing	weren’t	 washing       Were you, we, they washing?











At + tempo ou refeições (às/ao)


By + tempo (por volta de / das)


When (quando) + past simple do outro verbo contido na frase


While (enquanto) + past continuous do outro verbo





Utilização com as palavras mágicas:


- What were you doing at 12:30? 				


      – We were playing and Peter was cooking.


Usa-se com when e past simple quando uma acção mais curta interrompe outra mais longa:				 Peter was cooking lunch when he got burnt.


Duas acções passadas simultâneas:			


His father was watching TV while his mother was cooking dinner.
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